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In thisdocument,I hopeto givesomeideashow to useXemacseffectively.
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1 Automatically Entering C++ Mode

Whenediting a file endingwith “.cc”, “.cxx”, or “.cpp”, Xemacsautomaticallychangesto C++-mode. To cause
Xemacsto enterC++-modewhenediting“.h” files,addthefollowing line to your “˜/.emacs”file:

(setq auto-mode-alist (cons ’("\\.h$" . c++-mode) auto-mode-alist))

2 Automatic Wordwrap

Whenediting C++ files, Xemacswill automaticallybreaklines. To do so, openthe file “˜/.emacs”andtype the
following line:

(setqc++-mode-hook’turn-on-auto-fill)

Thenext timeyoustartXemacs,thecommandwill take effect.
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3 Learning Mor eAbout Xemacs

To learnmoreaboutXemacs,includingthekeyboardcommands,run theXemacstutorial by typing “Control-h t”.

4 Line Numbers

To have line numbersappearon thepenultimateline of yourXemacs,addthefollowing linesto thefile “˜/.emacs”:

(line-number-mode1)
(column-number-mode1)

5 Obtaining Xemacsfor My Windows Machine

InstallingLinux on your machineandtheninstalling Xemacsis probablytheeasiestpath,but a versionexists for
Windows. SeeXemacs’s FTPsite. Installing it requireshaving bothgzip andtar installedon your machine.(I do
not think that theseareinstalledon Windows machinesby default. I do not have time to helppeopleinstall these
programs.)

6 Matching Parentheses

To have your Xemacsshow matchingparentheses,selectan option for “ParenHighlighting” from the “Options”
menu.Besureto “SaveOptions.” Thus,whenthecursoris afteraclosingparenthesis,brace,or bracket,highlighting
will happen.

7 Programming with Colors

Xemacswill color your C++ code,usingdifferentcolors to indicatecomments,function names,strings,etc. To
selectthis feature,choosethe Optionsmenu,SyntaxHighlighting, andthen“In This Buffer.” This shouldcause
yourC++ files to becomecolored.If you like this feature,chooseOptions/Save Optionsbeforeexiting Xemacs.

8 Telnet and Xemacs

If you areloggedinto a Linux/Unix systemvia telnet,you canprobablystill run Xemacs,but you will not seethe
menubaror have accessto mouse-basedfunctions. All thekeyboard-driven options(describedin the tutorial and
in theonlinehelp)shouldstill work, exceptthatyou mayneedto usethe“ESC” key insteadof the“Alt” key asthe
Xemacs“Meta” key. Seethetutorial for detailsof how to do this.

You canalsorun thetext-basedversionof Xemacs,emacs.This versionwill probablypresentyou with a menu
baracrossthe top of its text window. To accessthis menubar, typeMeta-` (backtick). You shouldthenseein the
bottompartof thetext window instructionsonwhatto do next.

If youneedto switchbackandforth betweeneditingfileswith emacs(or Xemacs)andusingtheshell’scommand
line, you cantemporarilysuspendemacsby typing “Control-Z”. This shouldtake you backto the command-line
prompt,whereyou canenterwhatever commandsyou choose.Whenyou arereadyto returnto emacs,type “fg”
(abbreviating “foreground”).
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9 What is ˜/.emacs?

WhenXemacs(or Emacs)starts,it readsthefile called“.emacs”in your homedirectory. This file containscodeto
customizeXemacs.To modify it, useyour favorite editorwhich is, of course,Xemacs.Right?
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