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This documentdescribeshow to make existing WWW pagesavailablefrom
yourTrinity CSaccount;it assumesyouhavesomehow alreadycreatedtheWWW
pages.

1 Prerequisites

SinceWWW pagesarestoredasfiles, you will needto know aboutUNIX files
andUNIX file permissions.If not, readthosetutorialsfirst.

2 The WWW Model

Most WWW pagesare files containingHTML code. The HTML languageis
relatively primitiveanduninterestingto learnandwill not bediscussedhere.

The addressof a Trinity CS WWW pagesuchashttp://www.cs.trinity.edu/-
˜joldham/tutorials/WWW-post/index.html consistsof threeparts:

the server name: www.cs.trinity.edu specifiesthecomputerthatwill ser-
viceyour request,

the user’s name: ˜joldham tells the www.cs.trinity.educomputerto look in
the˜joldham/Local/HTML-Documents directory, and

the file: tutorials/WWW-post/index.htm l specifiesthe locationof the
WWW page.Thefile index.html is locatedin the tutorials/WWW-
post subdirectoryof ˜joldham/Local/HTML-Documents .
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3 Postinga WWW Page

MakingaWWW pageavailableto theoutsideworld is assimpleasplacingafile
containingHTML in your ˜/Local/HTML-Documents directory. For exam-
ple,

cp index.html ˜/Local/HTML-Documents

4 File Permissions

(I believe the following to be correct,andit works for me, but technicaldetails
maypartially invalidatesomeof theclaims.)

Thefile’s permissionscontrolwhethertheWWW pageis visible. Ensureev-
eryonehasreadprivilegesfor theWWW page:

chmod a+r WWW-page-file
The permissionsof eachdirectory startingwith your homedirectory must

have both readandexecutepermissions.1 For example,for a WWW pagelocat-
ed at ˜joldham/Local/HTML-Documents /tut orial s/WWW-post/-
index.html , myhomedirectory, theLocal directory, theHTML-Documents
directory, the tutorials directory, and the WWW-postdirectory must have
readandexecuteprivileges.To do this,apply

chmod a+rx directory
to eachdirectorystartingwith your homedirectory.

This requirementthatyour homedirectoryis readableandsearchablemeans
thatany Trinity CS usercanlook at the files in your homedirectory. To ensure
thesefiles’ privacy, makesuretheirfile permissionsonly permityou,theowner, to
accessthem.Alternatively, movetheminto asubdirectoryof yourhomedirectory.

5 An Optimization

Justas a table of contentslists a book’s contents,most directoriescontaining
WWW pagesneeda WWW pagenamedindex.html listing the directories’
contents.This is suchacommonpracticethataWWW addresssuchas

http://www.foo.com/
1Technically, only executepermissionsarenecessary, but thenusersmustknow theentireexact

nameof yourWWW pages;they will notbeableto “walk throughyourWWW hierarchy”to find
otherpages.This is sometimesa feature.
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is equivalentto
http://www.foo.com/index.html

6 Further Reading

I donotknow whereto “readmoreaboutit.” Pleasesendsuggestionsto Jeffrey D.
Oldham.
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