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CSCI 1321 - Introduction

1-16-2002

O p e ning  D is cus s ion

❚ What did you talk about last semester?
O bv iously you aren ’ t g oin g  to an sw er this

c omp letely,  but I  am in terested in  hearin g
a run dow n .

❚ A re there an y top ic s in  p artic ular you w an t
to learn  this semester?  What do you w an t

to be able to do at the en d of  this

semester?

❚ I n f ormation  sheets

P e rs ona l  Introduction

❚ I  am D r.  M ark L ew is.   I ’ m the n ew est
f ac ulty member in  the dep artmen t.

❚ I  did my un derg rad here at T rin ity an d
g raduated in  1 9 9 6 .

❚ M y researc h in terests in c lude:

❙ Large scale numerical simulations (mostly

astronomical) .

❙ T h eory of  P rogramming Languages (p rogram
analysis and  op timiz ation)

❚ I  also p lay a f air bit of  basketball.



2

Course and Web Page

❚ You are in the right place at the right
tim e.   B e s ure to s how  up here ev ery

M W F .

❚ D etails  f or this  cours e are on the w eb

page at ( b lack b oard  has  a link  here)
http://www.c s .tr i n i ty .e d u /~ m l e wi s /C S C I 1 3 2 1 - S 0 2

❚ M y  of f ice hours  are pos ted  on the s y llab us
b ut y ou s hould  b e aw are that I ’ m

generally  v ery  acces s ib le.

T h e T ex t  and O t h er B ook s

❚ T he cours e tex t is  “ D ata S tructures  and
P rob lem  S olv ing U s ing C + + ”  b y  M ark

A llen W eis s .

❚ You s hould  als o s erious ly  cons id er b uy ing

one or m ore other C + +  ref erence b ook s .
I ’ v e lis ted  a f ew  pos s ib ilities  on the w eb

page b ut it m ight b e b es t j us t to go to the

local b ook  s tore and  b row s e to s ee w hat
s eem s  to f it y our s ty le.

Course D esc ri p t i on

❚ T his  is  b as ically  a s econd  s em es ter
com puter s cience cours e taught us ing the

C + +  program m ing language.

❚ W e w ill look  at how  to d ev elop s olutions

related  to a s ingle large prob lem  d uring
the cours e of  the s em es ter.

❚ T he tools  w e w ill look  at f or d oing this

includ e d ata s tructures  lik e link ed  lis ts  as
w ell as  program m ing cons tructs  lik e

inheritance.



3

Grades

❚ Your grade in this class is determined by a
combination of  4  p arts.

Assignments (6) 5 0 %

T ests (2 ) 3 0 %

Q u iz z es (6 d r o p  1 ) 1 0 %

C l a ss P a r tic ip a tio n 1 0 %

A ssi g n m en t s

❚ Half of your grade comes from the completion

of 6  assignments.   T hese assignments w ill test
your ab ility to implement the ideas that w e

discuss in class.

❚ A  w eek  b efore each assignment is due you w ill

turn in a design for it.

❚ T he w ork  you turn in for assignments must b e
your ow n.   Y ou can use code segments I  send

you,  b ut you should ack now ledge the source.

❚ S ub mitted code should b e properly indented
and commented.

T est s

❚ T he second largest p ortion of  your grade
comes f rom tw o tests,  one midterm and the

f inal.   E ach contributes 1 5 %  to your grade.

❚ T hese tests w ill be designed to test your

understanding of  concep ts.   T hey are not

intended to test your k now ledge of  syntax ,
though you w ill hav e to understand the

syntax  reasonably w ell to communicate your
understanding of  the ideas.
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Quizzes

❚ During the semester you will also take 6
q uiz z es ov er the c ourse of  the semester.

T hese q uiz z es serv e a f ew p urp oses.

❙ They give you feedback about how well you

ar e un der s tan d an d lets  m e kn ow what you

ar en ’ t un der s tan din g.

❙ The q uiz z es  us e the s am e q ues tion  for m at as
the tes ts  s o you don ’ t walk in to the tes ts

blin d.

❙ Q ues tion s  can  com e fr om  r ecen t r eadin gs .

C l a ss P a r t ic ip a t io n

❚ 1 0 %  of  your grad e will c ome f rom your
p artic ip ation in c lass.   T his inc lud es b oth

showing up  and  p artic ip ating in
d isc ussions.   Y ou c an also get c lass

p artic ip ation p oints b y showing that you

hav e b een thinking ab out the material
outsid e of  c lass.   S end ing me interesting

links will help  here.

E x t r a  C r ed it

❚ M os t q uiz z es  an d the tes ts  will have ex tr a cr edit

p r oblem s  on  them .   Thos e p r oblem s  can  be
ar bitr ar ily har d though.

❚ The as s ign m en ts  will typ ically in clude ex ten s ion s

for  thos e who wan t to ex p lor e the m ater ial

fur ther .

❚ Y ou can  als o get E C  on  the fin al ex am  by
p ar ticip atin g in  com p etition s  at Top C oder . com .

❙ 1 point per tournament up to 5 points.

❙ 10  points f or th e stud ent w ith  th e h ig h est rank ing .

❙ L ist T rinity C S  as y our ref erral .
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Schedule

❚ I have a list of topics of what we will
d iscu ss on  the web  pag e.   T his list is

su b j ect to chan g e,  b u t I in ten d  to k eep all
d u e d ates as they  ar e cu r r en tly  listed .

❚ W e j u m p ar ou n d  in  the b ook  a b it,  b u t I
am  pu llin g  m ost of the m ater ial fr om  the

tex t an d  y ou  can  see wher e we will g o

over  tim e.

M i n ut e E s s a y

❚ A t the en d  of ever y  class I will ask  y ou  to

wr ite som ethin g  shor t for  m e.   O ften  this

will b e a q u estion  r elated  to the d ay s
topic.   F or  tod ay  it is a pr etest.

❙ Write a loop to print out the numbers 1
throug h 10 .

❙ Write the c lass d ec laration f or a c omplex

number c lass ( z = x + iy ) .

❙ What are the tw o main method s of  a stac k ?

❙ Write a d y namic  link ed  list c lass ( w ith ad d
method ) .


