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Type Web based Web based Web based Download Download Download CD

Price
$800 + $.80/FTE of previous fall 
semester before educational discount

$.15/FTE before educational 
discounts

FREE  The source code is 
available for download.  An 
institution downloads the 
code and to their own UNIX 
server.

$29.99/ individual. $299/K-
12/school. $399/college FREE

£250 ($475.29 USD) 
per year. Up to 50% 
discounts on site 
license. $250 

Company

iParadigms, founded in 1996, is the 
parent company.  It serves 9 million 
users, processes 20,000 pagers/day 
(peak) & is licensed by 2,500 
institutions in 51 countries.

Founded in 2002. Development in 
Ukraine.  Sciworth, Inc., a private 
company in Toronto, acquired MDB 
in 2005. MDB has 2 million users in 
300 institutions and 30 countries

Developed by the University 
of California Santa Barbara in 
March 2005

Owned by CaNexus, a public 
Canadian income trust fund 
incorporated in 2005 
specializing in chemicals.

Developed by the 
University of 
Virginia around 
2002

Developed by the 
University of 
Liverpool CFL 
Software for the 
Open University

Glatt Plagiarism 
Services 
founded 1987 by 
Dr. Barbara S. 
Glatt

Licensing 
structure

Individual, Department, Single 
Campus, Multi-Campus

Individual, Department, Single 
Campus, Multi-Campus, Non-
Academic None Individual and Site License GNU license

individual and 
departmental Individual only

Databases ProQuest
2.7 million articles from ProQuest + 
5.5 million from FindArticles None None None None None

Papermills None 150,000 papers None None None None None

Internet
4.5 billion pages updating 40 
million/day

8 billion documents from MSN 
Search Index Yes Only searches the Internet

Only compares 
submitted papers 
to each other

CopyCatch Web 
searches the Web 
with a Google web-
api key.

Only compares 
submitted 
papers to each 
other

Submitted 
papers

10 million previously submitted 
papers

All previously submitted papers from 
within same institution Yes None

User must provide 
the documents for 
comparison 
against each 
other.

User must provide 
the documents for 
comparison against 
each other. None

Turnaround "in seconds" 2-3 minutes Up to 45 minutes 4-5 minutes No information 5 minutes No information

Reports

Percent of matches, links to matches, 
highlights matches, compares 
sources.  User can exclude quotes 
and bibliography, can refresh and 
print the reports

Percent of matches, links to 
matches, highlights matches, 
compares sources.  User can delete 
individual sources, save, email and 
print the reports

Side by side highlighting of 
non original passages.  
Graphs of non originality.  No 
class statistics.

Percent of matches, links to 
matches, annotated copy of 
paper

WCopyfind 
generates html 
report files which 
contain the 
document text 
with the matching 
phrases 
underlined.

Matches exceeding 
the set threshold are 
displayed in red. 
Side-by-side 
comparison of 
documents. Can 
save reports.

Final score and 
assessment.

Training

Free online video & print materials 
plus training materials on teaching 
about plagiarism. Onsite training 
costs extra.

Online animated & print materials + 3 
hrs designer time & unlimited 
account manager included in price. 
Webcast & onsite training extra. None Online instructions None

FAQs, online 
manual, half & full 
day training 
available on 
request. None

Support
Student and faculty help desk cost 
extra Included None

FAQs & support email 
address online FAQs online None None

Integration Blackboard, Angel, Moodle Blackboard, Sakai, Moodle or custom None None None None None



Trial 
Partially functional demo account 
online, pilot upon request 150 days free

Free. Compare 2 papers to 
each other or one paper to 
the Internet. None None

One year trial 
$475.29 None

FERPA
In process of developing anonymous 
code system Compliant

No student information is 
disclosed to a third party

No student information is 
disclosed to a third party No information No information

No student 
information is 
disclosed to a 
third party

Intellectual 
Property

Studies found TII legal in US, 
Canada, UK, New Zealand & 
Australia

Documents are segregated by 
institution. Databases remain the 
property of the institution.

Not applicable as no profit is 
made from the papers

Not applicable as no profit is 
made from the papers No information No information

Not applicable 
as no profit is 
made from the 
papers

Accessibility

Alt tags on images.  Forms use tab 
indexes and label tags. Text-only 
version of website. No information No information No information No information No information No information

Languages No information 21 languages supported English No information English English English only
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