Bob and Erika Jensen

9010 village Drive

San Antonio, TX  78217


Holiday Greetings From Bob and Erika in 1998
Erika and I wish you the very best for the 1998 holiday season.  All we have from many friends in the early years of our lives are their Xmas notes like this once each year.  

This has been a year mixed with joy and sorrow.  Erika’s mother (Maria) and her brother-in-law (Uncle Karl in Germany) passed on.  Erika was in Germany when her mother died, so she was a great help to Tante Pepe (Maria’s sister) who is now advanced in years and all alone in the world.  In early spring, Erika went to California to meet her new granddaughter, Cheyenne, born to David and Cindy.  This morning we were awakened in the wee small hours by a phone call from Mike saying that he and Rene have a new tax exemption named Olivia.  This adds up to nine grandchildren for Bob and Erika.  Are we ever feeling old!  Our family is pretty well scattered around the U.S. with Mike and David in California, Maria in Wisconsin, and Lisl and Marshall in Maine.  Marshall may be moving to Los Angeles to go to prepare for a new career in deep sea diving.

Erika flew to Milwaukee in the late spring and returned with Maria, Michelle, and Dennis-the-Menace Johnathon via Amtrak.  They were a weary bunch since the train arrived almost a day late.  After a rest period, Mr. Wilson had a lovely week showing all of them about San Antonio.  Maria has always been something really special to her mom.

Our travels were extensive in 1998 with lectures in over 20 universities around the world --- including an evening arranged by Denny Beresford with former friends Herb and Lenore Miller now retired from the University of Georgia.  Herb led me into my first post over 30 years ago at Michigan State University.

The highlight of our travels was a month-long trip to New Zealand and Hawaii during Bob’s sabbatical leave in the fall semester.  Bob and Erika conducted an audit of PR claims that New Zealand is the “Friendliest Country in the World.”  Every person we met lived up to that billing.  Special thanks to our hosts Derek Speer at the University of Auckland, John Vargo at the University of Canterbury, and Murray Clark at Lincoln University.  We also met Pete Mazany, a professor at the University of Auckland.  Pete helped build the team that won the America’s Cup in 1995 yacht racing competition.

It was not all work and no play in New Zealand.  The New Zealand springtime flowers and scenery (from the crashing Pacific to the Southern Alps) were spectacular on our mini tours via automobile, bus, and train.  A highlight was three days with a wonderful family on a farm in Banks Peninsula --- the farm had 1,500 acres leading down through green pasture to some of the most beautiful shoreline in the world.  Bob got to climb the cliffs and reach under rocks for fresh abalone --- later cooked for our dinner.  Bob also helped nurse orphaned baby lambs and came home with an ugly viral growth on his ring finger.  The virus is called “orf” and is not nearly as serious as it looks.  Our dermatologist in San Antonio recognized it even though he claims to have only seen two orf cases in the past 20 years.  In any case, it has dried up like he said it would.  Bob now has a lifetime orf immunity --- a good thing to have if we move to New Zealand and raise sheep. 

Every day Bob drifts into cyberspace.  A highlight for him was to have his web site featured in The Chronicle of Higher Education on August 14 (page A25).  Erika is mainly into woodworking and redecorating our home.  She’s just finished building new cabinets for our laundry room.  With bench saw and other tools crammed into the garage, her next project is our long-neglected parlor.

We visited Vernon in Iowa a couple of times --- once for the 50th wedding anniversary of Leona and Cliff and a second time for the Jensen reunion.  We met up with Lisl and Chuck (and Hilary and CJ) in Iowa in August.  Trying to keep up with CJ was enough to make Bob glad that he was CJ’s granddad and not his dad.  Vernon was in San Antonio last Xmas and will return again on December 21.  At 85 he can still handle changing planes in Minneapolis and Memphis.

We hope all of you are approaching this holiday as happy and as overweight as Erika and me.

Bob and Erika Jensen
9010 Village Drive
San Antonio, TX 78217
210-653-5055

email:  rjensen@trinity.edu
          Internet:  http://www.trinity.edu/rjensen

(After December 20, the tilde (~) was removed from Bob's Internet address.)

Here Are Some State and City Laws That Are Still on the Books

http://members.xoom.com/stupidlaws/

Iowa

Iowa Laws

Kisses may last for as much as, but no more than, five minutes. 

One-armed piano players must perform for free. 

City Laws 

Fort Madison 

The fire department is required to practice fire fighting for fifteen minutes before attending a fire. 

Marshalltown 

Horses are forbidden to eat fire hydrants 

Ottumwa 

It is unlawful for any male person, within the corporate limits of the (city), to wink at any female person with whom he is unacquainted.

Texas

Texas Laws

When two trains meet each other at a railroad crossing, each shall come to a full stop, and neither shall proceed until the other has gone. 

A city ordinance states that a person cannot go barefoot without first obtaining a special five-dollar permit.

It is illegal to take more than three sips of beer at a time while standing. 

City Laws 

Abilene 

It is illegal to idle or loiter anyplace within the corporate limits of the city for the purpose of flirting or mashing. 

Borger 

It is against the law to throw confetti, rubber balls, feather dusters, whips or quirts (riding crop), and explosive firecrackers of any kind. 

Clarendon 

 It is illegal to dust any public building with a feather duster. 

Dallas 

It's illegal to possess realistic dildos.

Florida

Florida Laws

Women may be fined for falling asleep under a hair dryer, as can the salon owner. 

A special law prohibits unmarried women from parachuting on Sunday or she shall risk arrest, fine, and/or jailing. 

If an elephant is left tied to a parking meter, the parking fee has to be paid just as it would for a vehicle. 

It is illegal to sing in a public place while attired in a swimsuit. 

Men may not be seen publicly in any kind of strapless gown. 

Having sexual relations with a porcupine is illegal. 

Tennessee

Tennessee Laws

You can't shoot any game other than whales from a moving automobile. 

Hollow logs may not be sold. 

City Laws 

Memphis 

Illegal for a woman to drive a car unless there is a man either running or walking in front of it waving a red flag to warn approaching motorists and pedestrians. 

It's illegal for frogs to croak after 11 PM. 

Arizona

City Laws

Glendale 

Cars may not be driven in reverse. 

Globe 

Cards may not be played in the street with a Native American. 

Hayden 

If you bother the cottontails or bullfrogs, you will be fined. 

Nogales

An ordinance prohibits the wearing of suspenders. 

Tucson 

Women may not wear pants. 

