Class Honor Code 

Personal integrity and academic honesty are fundamental values needed by all accounting majors.  The purpose of letter on the need for integrity, the ethical worksheet and the honor code is to develop an awareness of the importance of these values and to  promote individual responsibility.

The UWM Academic Code of Conduct which you reviewed as a part of your class orientation assignment defines academic misconduct as:

An act in which a student seeks to claim credit for the work or efforts of another without authorization or citation, uses unauthorized materials or fabricated data in any academic exercise, forges or falsifies academic documents or records, intentionally impedes or damages the academic work of others, engages in conduct aimed at making false representation of a student's academic performance, or assists other students in any of these acts.

Prohibited conduct includes cheating on an examination; collaborating with others in work to be presented, contrary to the stated rules of the course; submitting a paper or assignment as one's own work when a part or all of the paper or assignment is the work of another; submitting a paper or assignment that contains ideas or research of others without appropriately identifying the sources of those ideas; stealing examinations or course materials; submitting, if contrary to the rules of a course, work previously presented in another course; tampering with the laboratory experiment or computer program of another student; knowingly and intentionally assisting another student in any of the above, including assistance in an arrangement whereby any work, classroom performance, examination or other activity is submitted or performed by a person other than the student under whose name the work is submitted or performed.
You should be aware that:

1. I make no distinction between the person who copied an assignment and the person who gave up their work to be copied.  You have both cheated and will be punished accordingly.  Also, good intentions do not exonerate you from bad behavior. Thus, “I was only trying to help Tommy or Suzy get this assignment done because they had a car accident (or three exams in two days or lost their homework to their dog’s appetite)” simply is not an acceptable excuse for cheating.  Tommy or Suzy has the chance to turn in the late assignment (accompanied by a nominal amount of extra work for the right to do so).

2. UWM policies give the professor great latitude in assigning a sanctions for academic misconduct, ranging from an oral reprimand to expulsion.  My minimum penalty for any kind of cheating in this class is an F and a mark on your permanent record.  You should know that you do have the right to appeal the sanction, but you should also know that professors usually prevail.

3. The University Code of Conduct does not address the issue of whether students should inform the professor of other student’s academic misconduct.  Our class honor code requires you to do so for the very important reasons that I laid out in the letter on the need for integrity.

Since you as students have had many group assignments in other classes I want to make sure that you understand there are no group assignments in this class.  In group assignments, it is okay to divvy up work loads.  All homework in this class must be completed on your own.  This does not mean that you cannot discuss the homework, and ideas about the answers, among yourselves.  You absolutely may.  Thus, working together, talking about homework, studying for exams together is all acceptable behavior.  In fact, it is actually preferable behavior in the sense that we tend to learn more when we are talking with each other, comparing answers, bringing up different thoughts, pointing out when we think the other person is wrong, providing incentive to one another to do a good job, etc.    What is completely unacceptable behavior is when one person does the work for another.  This would clearly include straight copying of someone else’s work, and also includes trading off doing assignments, telling the other person what the correct answer is, sitting together in the lab and having one person type the answers , etc.   A good way to judge whether something would be okay or not is to imagine that I just walked into the room.  Would I be okay with what you are doing or would I have a problem with it?  If you have a doubt, then don’t do it!!!

I have read this class honor code and the letter on the need for integrity and by signing below I pledge, on my personal honor, to abide by the both the spirit and the letter of these documents and to otherwise uphold the standards of academic integrity.  

X__________________________

I have read this class honor code and the letter on the need for integrity, but for whatever reason I do not agree to abide by the spirit and the letter of both documents.

X__________________________

