

Think about the books we have read this year. Which one did you enjoy the most? Which one made you think? Did any of them make you frustrated or excited?





Now read the prompts. Do any of them remind you of a book from your list? Does one interest you more than the others? 





Welcome to the ‘Brain Game’, the question and answer board which will help you begin writing your paper! Having a hard time choosing a book? Don’t know which prompt to answer? Follow the arrows as they lead you through the brainstorming process. As you follow the arrows, answer the questions on a piece of paper. When you cross the finish line, you should be well on your way to writing a quality research paper.





Bring out any book notes, quizzes or tests that cover the books you are considering. Review them for important sections of the book, excerpts which could help you write.





Now that you’ve chosen your prompt and some of the books, it’s time to brainstorm. Let yourself think freely about the books. Write down everything that comes into your head! Even if it sounds silly or dumb, write it down!! You never know that will spark a great idea when you read it later. 


If you’re having trouble brainstorming, come and talk with me. I would love to walk you through the process.





Now that you’ve spent some time thinking about your paper topic, you are ready to visit the library to find research sources for your paper. 





Our class will visit the library together in late April, but you can always visit it on your own. The librarian would be happy to help you find good sources.








The Brain Game is coming to an end. You have thought about the prompt, about the books, and about how you could write about them together. You have found outside sources to add to your information. Keep note cards as you read books and scan web sites. As you write your paper later, you will be so glad to have your cards to remind yourself of the good information you’ve found. 





Stumped? Return to the brainstorm and think some more.





Do you have your note cards? Do you have your ideas? Now it’s time to outline your paper and start writing! Congratulations you’re half-way to a fantastic paper!








